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This piece was inspired by a photograph of the Eagle Nebula taken by the Hubble telescope.  It 
features three massive spires of gas and dust called The Pillars of Creation .  The photograph was 

taken on April 1st, 1995 by Jeff Hester and Paul Scowen of Arizona State University.

 This score includes the original 6-string composition, as well as the 10-string arrangement by 
Julian Bertino.  The changes made in the arrangement are indicated using ossia staves.

Special thanks to Julian for working with me to create this.

Each movement is based on one colour from the photograph. 

The first movement is yellow.  It portrays the pillars, 
which span several light years and whose gravity causes stars to form nearby. 

The second movement is blue.  It portrays the mist surrounding the pillars. 
The third movement is green.  It portrays the sky and stars in the background. 

The fourth movement is red.  It portrays the formation of a star. 



Sonata Celestia
I

3

Anya Gowan

9

14

19

23

10-String Guitar



















































































 


   

 










 







 


 

 







 








   




 































  








 










    


 



 



 







 




























   



    
















 



































   















 








  



  

 



  








 























 


 

 




      






 










 














 




 

















 

 













































15
8

15
8

3
4

9
8

6
8

6
8

3
4

6
8

9
8

3
4

6
8

8
8

9
8

9
8

9
8

7
8

4
4

9
8

4
4

9
8

8
8

9
8







 

 

















  

 









 










 


 

 









6
7
8
9
10

6
2
1
3

1
1
1

1
4
3

1
2
3

0 1
2 4 1

43

0 41 3

3
2

3

4 0
1

2

3 1
4

3 3
0

0
0

1
0
2
0

0
01

3
0

0
2
0
4

0
2
0

0
1

0
3
2

4

4
3 0

0
1

2

1

63 0

1
0

4

1 0 4

1
0
3

2

0 1 3 0

3 4

0
1
0

3
4
0

3
0

1

0
3
04

1

4 2 4 4

3
4

3 1

1 2
4

1 3

2
1

2

1 2

4

3

3

3 3

Allegro maestoso  = 140

= D
= A

= Ab
= Bb

= F#

= D

II

V
XII A.H. XII A.H. XII A.H.

8



















































 































26

30

32

36

34

38

40

42





















   






 


  











































 

 












 






 






  

 
  

 
  
 

 
   











 

 

  







 
 




 


         















 

 











 

























 

 






















 





 




 





 

















 




 
 





















 














 








 












 


 








     









 




 
 




 


 




 





 

























 

9
8

4
4

6
8

1
4

2
4

4
4








 

4 3

4

1 1 1

5 24

11
1

4 3

2

0 41 23

1 1 4
4 4 4 3

4

1

4

2

2

A.H. A.H.

più mosso
III

A.H. A.H. A.H.  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

V

VI

ral VII









 

2



44

46

48

52

57

62

69






 














 






 

   
 

 






























 

















 



















 





 

 





 
 

 







 


 
 



 



  

 



  







  








 

 









    






 
 



     

   



 
































 


 





 



 




















 
























 



 





 



















 





 







  








 







 


 





















 





 
     








































 
   



 


 

 


 
   


  

















6
8

 

 






















 











 



 

ral

ral meno mosso

poco rit a tempo





 


 























 



 






3



73

77

80

85

82

88

91

94


















  








 














 




  






















 


 



 


 








 


 







 































 








 



 

























 
 
























 






 









































 





 
















 































 









 












 



 



 














 





 




















































 




 





    

 
















 

 
















6
8

2
4

6
8

9
8

2
4

6
8

4
4

 





 



 















 

















 





 









 



 

mosso

rit tempo primo

 

 









 


  

 













 











 







 











  
















4



100

105









 















 


  























   








 










 


 









4
4

9
8

6
8

6
8

9
8





 

accel
rit













 








5



6

II

9

13

18

21

23






  

 
  

























































 


 



 
 

 



  




 





 


























 


































 








 
















 


































 










 







































 

 
 





















 


































 



















 
 

 







  
















 






















 





 

 

 





 

  

 



 















1
2
3
4

2
0
3
4

3 12 0 12

2

0
2
3
4

0 4 3
3

41

0
2

1
4

3

3 1 1

1 2
2

6

1

4

1
1
3

0

31 0

1

2

1

1 3

4

1
1
3

2
0

1

1

1

2 4

3 4

3
1

0 0

0
4
0

0
0
1

3
1

34 4
1

1

Largo ponderoso  = 40

V
pesante

III

II III

più mosso

0

 











6



24

25

28































































 










































































 





  



 







 


 


 



   



 









 



 



 
















 








 






















































































 



0 0

tempo primo

A.H.   -  -  -   - - -  - -  - -   -

8

8

7



III

26

20

15

10

5



 













 













 

 











 









 

  

 







 






 







  



 



 







 













 



 
 






 



 



 







 

 









 




 





  




  



 

 

 

 







 

 


    




 

 















 







  







 
















 































































































1
3

2
3

01

3

33 112
1

2
3

3
00

1
2

1
1 111

3

1

10

1
1
1

1
1
1

231

314

5

3

2
3

2
0

332

3
1
0

1 1

2
0
3

2
3

4

1

2
4

1

4

3

21

1

331
1 3

0

3112

2
4

3332
0

300

4

4

1

1
4

3
1

0
2

444

33
2

2 4 1

4
2

44

1 1
4

44

1

11 3

2
0

1 31
4

0
1
3

3

4

1

4

022 41

1

4

2
1
4

1
4

111 1
4

444

1
444 22

4
02440

214 22

4

1
1

14

4
1
4

2

2

1

4

4

0

24

1
2 10

4 2

1

6

1

1

4

2

5

4134
1 2
2

44

4

3

41 2

34

2

Lento	con	rubato			=	45

I

II

VIII			-			-			-			-			-

I

IVII

A.H.			-			-			-			-			- -VI

A.H.

VII

I

II

XII

II			-	 -	 -			-			-III			-	 -	 -			-			- -

A.H.
V

- -	 -			-			-			-			-			-			-			-			-			-			- -

0














































 



8



56

53

48

36

31

42

 

















 

















 















 




 

 







 

 



 



























 




















 
   

 












 

 





  






 











 

 

   

  





 





         

























 







 









 













11

300
1

6

20
1

5

411
1

1

4

4 12

1
2

1

41
0

3

4

4
5
2

1

2

6
2

3

1

4

1

3 11
24

4
1

3

5

4

1

31

2

3

6

3

1

1 4
54

1

3

2
421

1

24

1

1

3

1

6

2
3
1

1

1

1

2

3
1

3

4

3

6

2

3

1 44
31

453 46

1

3

4 21

44

14

645
13

2

41

1
31

3

4
1

8
9

9

4 2

5

2

10

1

6
3
5

3

1 4 6
52 4

1

4
3

64
3

3
3

3
3

3

a	tempo

I
poco	accel

ral
A.H.

V

III

VIVII

all	A.H.	except	Ds	and	Gs	at	XII

II

VII		 		XII				A.H.		 A.H.
III

rit			-	 -	 -
II

III

II

XII

0

 

















9



82

78

73

69

65

60























 




























 

























 







 

 

 

  



 





 

 

 










 

  



 



  

 

 

 



 







 

 









 





















 





 





 



 

 

 





















 













































 































10

1223

1
1

3

23
3

23
2
0

3
2

1
1

3

2

1

1
0

2
3

2

2
3

3

2
3

1

121

1
1

1
1

02
4 1

1
1
2

3

1
1

3 23

311

4
1
2

0

41 4

1
1

400

0000

3
4

0
4

00

4
23032

00

0
4

1
41

4

4
4342

3

4

22 1

44 32

443
4

4
4

124
321

1

441

32

4

1

1

10
4

221

4
014

11
2

41 2

2

0 101

24

2

2

41

VII

III

A.H.
A.H.

rit			-	 -	 -	 -	 -			-			-I

IIIV

II

IIIII

VII

IIIIII

III

















































10



95

99

90

86

 



























 













 






 




 

















 







  

  

  

 



























  

 

    











 
 













































 



4
2
1

14

1

5

24

6

1

214

4

1
2
1

12
4
2
1

1
224

2
12

1
1313

1

3
4

1
0

3
0

2 12
3

4
32

11
2

2
1
1

2
12

0 3

0
2
3
0

2 2
3 32

1

4

3

0

421

1

1

3

34
1

3

6
34

1 3

4 2
1 2

4

22
3

33

43100

24
13

3
41

14
1
3

144
1
4

3
4

1
0

3
0

2
1
122

1
30

0
2
3
02

3
2
32

22
34 1

1
3

144
1
4

ral

XIIA.H.A.H.

I

V
III

VII

V

I

I

 




























 


11



5

IV

9

15

19









 
































 










     

 

      



 


   



     



 


































  


   













  




















     










   

    

  








  





      





















  






   




   

 



  

     

    




 



    


 

    

    

















4
4





 

















6

Finale moderato  = 100

XII

IVV XII A.H.
a piacere

0

8
8

8
8

8 8

12



22

26

32

37

40































 

 










 


















    





    

 


     


       

 



 







 



  



   













 



 

 

   





   


   

   


  

 





























 







    













 









  




















  




  



   











  



   



   







  





      













  







  

  

   




  

  



 

 

 

 

    







  







 


      

     

     





















 



          

   

  

        
  





12

10

8 8 8 8

8
8

8 8 8

8 8 8

8

8 8 8













13



43

45

47

50

52








 






















     

 


 

 

 








 


 




  

  


   

 


  




 






















 


















   

  


 






 


 













           














 




 





   
  















  



  





  












  






  




 




  


  










  


  



 




   




 

   










 



 

 











 
















  



 





 


  
















4
4

2
4

2
4

4
4

4
4

































 



 



4

0

0

12

10

5

5

5

5

5

5

5 5 5 5

5

5

5

5

5

5

- - - - - - - - - - -

rit

accel

ritenuto e accel

XII A.H. XII

A.H.   - - - - - -

 


14



57

62

67

70

75

































  

  

 

  

  

 



  

   





  















 








 


 
















































 













  











  









 











 











  









  













 







   













 

























 

































































 













 




 





 

   

   




































 




















  

   

   

  

  

 

 













   













 





























4
4

2
4

4
4



 





7

rasgueado

alzapua

morendo
XII

XII
morendo

XII













15


	Sonata Celestia
	Sonata 1 Title Page (10-string)
	GowanSonata250418

	Sonata 1.3new
	Sonata Celestia
	GowanSonata250418




